THE NATIONAL FARM WORKERS POVERTY PROGRAM 


The ain of the NFWA poverty progran is the education of predominantly 
Sponish~-speaking seasonal and migrctory farm workers in California's Southern 
San Joaquin Valley. Workers need opportunities to learn sbout spending the 
limited income they have, about participating in the main strean of civic 
life, and about using the resources of public and private agencies main- 
tained to serve the public. Such a program could sonewhst aneliorate 

the low econoric and socinl status that farm workers have. 


It will employ 38-farm workers and will ald a minimum of 10,8000 farm workers 
directly in its scheduled one-year term. These workers will, in turn, pasg 
ences and opportunities to others. 


The project which has been funded consists of three components, as follows: 


educa tion. 
with an interest and ability in working with others 
trained as com-unity workers by a staff of three exper- 
Q i élopment workers. Instruction will focus on individual, 
and Sates services which sare unknown to the farm worker connund ty. 
shteen will then organize home study froups, conduct Louse, 1 de 
es sessions, and supervise periodic conferences nt which workers ‘will ‘dias 
cuss and attempt and attempt to resolve shared problems 


The focus of this project will be on assistance to farm workers in ‘areas 
such as obtaining sc rand sewage systeris, organizing housing inprove- 
nent programs, learning their rights from. health and welfare sgencies, fil- 
ing claims for wages. and benefits duc, improving education achievenent and 
aspirations. Farm workers and staff will meet with public and private 
agencies and exchange ideas with agency staffs on inproving the quality of 
service rendered low-income migratory workers. 


_Educa tion and Money Management. 
kde be trained, in co-operation with the Credit Union 
nal Assofiation (CUNA), in consumer education and noney managenent 
Ee 114 then work in low income cormiunities instructing small groups of 
workers ing ge use of credit; use of credit untions and other lending in-= 
stitutions rily budgeting;-time plan paynents; nortgages; insurance; etc, 
The progran will ate workers aviod being victinized by unscrupulous loan 
sharks and the many ids of salesiien who frequent lew-incoric neighborhoods, 
be Well nedp. then Ske wise use of an income which cories sporadically 
Special written in basic spanish will be prepnred by the farn 
worker tetas eas 


c) Resea 

The pein ig of covering form workers with group suto and health insurance 
prcerans heve not been investigated by insurance companics who chsrsacteris- 
tically cover other groups with special rates. Companies hive stated that 
if the scetursrial data required to make estinates is supplied free of charge, 
they will crorpute group rates. The Association is very anxious to hove 

this information and eventual service to members and has requested a six 
month research grant forthis purpose, 


Adninistrs tive S sor the ‘program include salaries for th General Dir- 
i. legal services, and secretarial help. 


The program wos submitted for funding under Section III-b, Migrant Prograns, 
of the Office of Eeononic Opportunity, which section is directed by Mr.Ton 
Karter,. He ls ae igly supporting the funded program, but he and his boss, 
Sariver, arc receiving pressure from legislators and right wing groups. 

It is important to note thet Sargeant Shriver offered Mr. Chavez a $21,000 
job with the Peace Corps when it-wnis beginning; this is cvidence of Shriver's 
faith in Chavez! ability. . The state office of cerononic opportunity has 
stronply supported the NEWA applieatisn._ But only pressure from friends of 
farm workers may be sable to preserve this Important grant. 


STRIKE BULLETIN: oe emeest t NOVEMBER 7th, CESAR-CHAVEZ WAS ARRESTED FOR 


USING A PUBLIC ADDRE SS SYSTEM FROM 4-PHANE PILOTED BY TWO ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PRIESTS HE IS OUT ON BAIL. ALSO, FIVE WERE ARRESTED FOR FOLLOWING A 
1CAR LOAD OF SCABS. WE NOW HAVE 20 FULL TIME VOLUNTBERS FROM "OUTSIDE" 
AND WE ARE IN GREAT NEED OF NEW OFFICE,SLEEPING, AND STORAGE SPACE. THIS 
TAKES MONEY PLEASE PASS THE WORD THAT THE STRIKE WILL BE GOING INTO THE 
GRAPE PRUNNING SEASON AND THAT OUR EX PENSES ARE MOUNTING. VIVA LA CAUSA! 


